1.  inspector Baisden went to the Hampton No. 3 Mine on
September '16, 1982.  On his inspection ~he was accompanied by
the chairman of the safety committee, Charles Egnor.  The mine
foreman was also -with the inspector and Egnor when they began
their inspection, but the mine foreman had to check into a mal-
function of the tailpiece on the conveyor belt.  Consequently,
the inspector and Egnor went to the face area unaccompanied by
the mine foreman.

2.  When the inspector and Egnor were close to the face
of the No. 3 entry, the inspector noticed that there was no
curtain in the crosscut to the right of No. 3 entry.  The in-
spector investigated the absence of the curtain and found that
there was a hole on the right side at the face of the crosscut,
and he concluded that that made the need for installation of a
curtain unnecessary.  But while he was examining that aspect
of the ventilationf he noticed that the crosscut had been de-
veloped for a distance which appeared to be greater than could
have been cut with a continuous-mining machine without the
machine's operator having proceeded inby permanent supports,

3. .'The inspector determined that 'a measurement of the
area should be made in order for him to ascertain whether the
operator of the continuous-mining machine had proceeded inby
permanent supports.  Therefore, he tied a hammer to the cloth
tape measuring device that he carried with him and he tossed
the hammer through, the hole at the end of the crosscut and he
asked Egnor to go to the No. 4 entry, into which the hole'ex-
tended, and retrieve the hammer, and thereby enable the inspec-
tor to make an accurate measurement.  Egnor was cautioned to
ma&e sure he did not go out from under permanent supports.

4.  Egnor proceeded outby the No. 3 entry through the
crosscut outby the one in which the measurement was made and
proceeded into the No. 4 entry and came to the place where the
hole had been made near the face of the No, 4 entry.  Egnor
held the tape and it was determined that the distance from the
last permanent support in the crosscut through the hole in the
end of the crosscut was 23 feet, but the inspector wanted to
get a measurement only to the most inby place in the crosscut
from which coal had been extracted by the continuous-mining
machine. Therefore, he withdrew the tape after Egnor had un-
tied it from the hammer, and when the tape came out of the
hole and fell on the mine floor, the inspector made a determi-
nation that the distance from the face of the crosscut to the
second roof bolt from the right of the crosscut was 22 feet.
The inspector believed that the second bolt from the right rib
in the crosscut was in line with the other three bolts in that
same line of bolts and therefore did not take additional
measurements.
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